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Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine,
No 385,

Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha,
Colombo — 10.

12.11.2015

All Deputy Director Generals of Health Services,

Director (Tertiary Care Services),

Director (Medical Services),

Director (Maternal and Child Health),

All Provincial Directors of Health Services,

All Regional Directors of Health Services,

All Directors /Medical Superintendents / Medical Officers In Charge of Hospitals,
All Heads of Private Hospitals

Registration of Still Births

With the reduction of infant mortality in the country and high proportions of perinatal deaths, counting
still births has assumed a priority. Currently registration of still births is limited to proclaimed areas and
as such Registrar General’s Department is unable to provide national statistics of still births. Considering
the data need of the country, it was decided to facilitate the registration of all still births that occur in all
hospitals including private hospitals. Inputs were obtained from the Registrar General’s Department and
at the Hospital Directors Meetings in this regard.

A “Still Birth” is a death prior to complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of
conception which has had a duration of not less than 28 weeks of gestation, death being indicated by the
fact that after such separation, the foetus does not breathe or show any other evidence of life such as
beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord or definite movement of voluntary muscles” - Births
and Deaths Registration Act.

You are instructed hereby to fill the form “Declaration of Still Birth” (B22) in triplicate for each still birth
occurring in your institution and to hand over the first copy to parents, the second copy should be sent to
Registrar General's Department and the third copy to be kept as the office copy in your institution.

The required B22 forms will be sent to your institution by the Registrar General’s Department.

You are informed of the clauses included in the Births and Deaths Registration Act; No person shall bury,
cremate or otherwise dispose of, or cause to be buried, cremated or otherwise disposed of, the body of a
still-born child delivered in a hospital unless there has been obtained a certificate from the appropriate
registrar or relevant authority, stating that the occurrence of the still-birth was notified.

Dr. P. G. Mahipala
i f Health Services
Director General of r%‘.a_nh ‘
Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine

) "Suwasiripaya"
Dr. P.G. Mahipala 185 Ven. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mw:
Director General of Health Services ' Colombo 10.

Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine

Copy — Registrar General — For your information and to take necessary actions
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